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REPLY 

 

 Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) hereby replies to the Comments of the 

Enterprise Wireless Alliance (“EWA”) filed in response to the Commission’s Public Notice
1
 

inviting comment on PG&E’s requests for waiver of the rules to permit extended implementation 

of its wide area private land mobile radio system and for waiver of the rules on permanent 

discontinuance of operation. EWA was the only party to comment on PG&E’s waiver requests. 

 PG&E appreciates EWA’s support for its waiver requests.  As EWA noted, “PG&E could 

not be expected to embark on this undertaking without confidence that it has the necessary 

spectrum resources to build its intended system and, therefore, it needs to secure the requisite 

FCC authorizations at this time.”
2
 This is exactly the situation confronting PG&E and the reason 

why PG&E needs waiver of the rules. As explained in detail in PG&E’s waiver requests, the 

Radio Network Refresh Project will require PG&E to expend considerable resources over the 

next three years to reconfigure and deploy hundreds of Part 22 and Part 90 frequencies at over 

100 transmitter sites providing coverage to PG&E’s more than 74,000 square mile electric and 
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gas service area in central and northern California. It is simply impossible for PG&E to complete 

the system within the 12 months normally authorized for construction of “new” frequencies, and 

it would be a waste of ratepayers’ funds for PG&E to maintain continuous operation on existing 

frequencies just to avoid automatic termination of authorization under the FCC’s rules on 

permanent discontinuance of operation. As EWA observes, PG&E is not abandoning use of the 

frequencies at all; it simply needs “to temporarily remove them from operation so they can be 

repurposed as part of a more efficient network, one that will be capable of satisfying the 

increasingly demanding communications requirements of a major utility that services millions of 

customers.”
3
 

 PG&E notes that no one has opposed PG&E’s waiver request.  In view of the substantial 

public interest in PG&E’s implementing the Radio Network Refresh Project without the 

additional burdens that would be imposed by strict compliance with the Commission’s rules on 

construction deadlines and permanent discontinuance of operation, PG&E respectfully requests 

that the Commission promptly grant the relief requested in its waiver requests. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 

 

By:   /s/ Jeffrey L. Sheldon     

 Jeffrey L. Sheldon 
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 Washington, DC  20005 
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 Its Attorney 

Dated:  November 22, 2010  
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